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This publication describes a problem with a axial encoder on a GE Lightspeed Ultra 8 slice CT scanner. 
The problem involved to aspects. 
 

 Patient alignment off center 
 Patient head tilting during scans when patient wasn’t tilting their head. 

 
In viewing the images below, the head was tilting but the patient was not actually moving at all. 
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It was found that the axial encoder shaft was separating from the internal encoder assembly causing a 
slipping effect as the system rotated. This in part resulted in the images tilting, patient position light off 
center and eventually causing the rotation system to go offline. 
 
The encoder system for the LightSpeed QX/i, Ultra and some Brightspeed series are identical and 
interchangeable. 


